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14, (U) RICHARD G TREFRY BG USA DATY
S, 4 TEXT SUMMARYS TKIS REPORT PROVIDES LIMITED INFORKATION CON-

CERNING THE DOMKNING OF 4 U.S, AIRCRAFT IN '

‘DEC 72 AND PL WANDLING PRDCEDURES GOVERNING U,S, OR OYHER PNS, . A
. .Ae SOURCH CLAIMED THAT KE. %

HAD STANDING INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE PL CENTRAL MILITARY HEADQUARTERS
COYERNING PPISOCNERS IN GENERAL AND “FOREIGN™ PWS IN PARTTCUL AR

HAD SOURCE'S _ _ BATTALION CAPTURED AMY CREWa

HEN FROM THE QOKNED U, S. AIRCRAFT_IN OFc 72, THEY WOULO KAYE BFEN
CLASSIFIED AUTOMATICALLY AS "FOREIGN™ PHS, SOURCE WOULD HAYE

BEEN PRIMARILY RZSPONSIBLE FOR THESE PWS ¢ e i
HE WOULD HAVE TEMPORARILY DETAINED THEM AND REPORY=~ =~ .. i
€D THAT HE HAD AKERICAN ~ ;

PHS, HMAIKING THE STANDARD REDUEST FOR DISPOSTTION INSTRUCTIONS .
HE PRESUMES TWaY WE WOULD MAVE BEEN DIRECTED TO MOVE .
THEK TO THE PROVINCE ¥0 AS SOCN AS POSSTALE AFTER WHICH PROVINCE :
WOULD HAVE EVACUZTED THEM TO TKE REGIONAL WD, HE PRESUMEND THAT '
PROVINCE HQ WOULD MAVE NOTIFIED THE REGIONAL HD OF THE PNS OvER @ m w
+ THE 15 WATY PROVIMCE 1O REGICN HILITARY RADIO NEY, IMw ez |
. MEDIAYELY FOLLOWING THEIR CAPTURE, ANY U,S. PXS WOULD HWAVE BEEN aci :
" GIVEK USCH MERICAL ATTENTION AS THEY REQUIREN AND WAS AVATLAALE,
THEX _NOULD HAVE BEEN PLACED UNNER ARMED GCUARD AND EVEN YIED ur,
DEPENDING DN SOURCE'S JUDGEKENT OF THEIR PHYSICAL CONe
DITION AND THEIR POTENTIAL 7O TRY 10 ESCAPE, THEY wOULN KAVE RFEN
FED STAMNARD PL FIELD TYPE RATIONS SUCK AX STICKY RICE and CANKED
YEGATAGLES, SNURCE STYATED THAT TAKING AMERICAMN PWHS WAS A 3DNFUWYAT : .
OIFFICULY THING FOR THE PL RECAUSE DOF THE POLITICAL REALITIES nF Tae .
-~ LIFE IN LAQS, HE STATED 'THAT GENERALLY THE PL AND LAD CIVILIANS .
n i . -
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IN THE SOUTH LAOS 4RF4 DID NOT MAKF ANY GREAY ATTEMPT TO TRY Tn
r CAPTURE U.S. PERSONNEL FROM DOWMED AIRCRAFY AS CPROSEN T8 THE

NVA WHO TRIED YO CAPTURE U,S. PERSONNEL IMMEIDAYELY, THE :
1LAQ ATTIYUNE WAS TO GIVE THE SEIRCK AND RFSCUE PFRSGNNEL TIME t0
PICK UP THE DOWNED PILOTS OR CREW: MEMBESS, SORUVE STATED THAT

THE PL OID NOT WANT T0 YAKE THE PwS RECUASE IF THE PW SHOULD

OIE, EITHER FROM INJURIES 0R MALTREATMENT, THE POLITICS AF LAOS
BEING WHAT IT WaS MIGHT FIND THE PI. OFFICFR RESPONSIBLE AND PLACED
UNDER INVESTIGATION FOR MALTREATHENT OR waR CRIMES,

THIS CAUSED TWE PL CADRE TO BE “S5LNDWM IN TRYING 7O CAPTURE ANY
DOWNNED U,S, PERSONNFL, SOURCE HAD NO STNADING INSTRUCTIGNS
"REGARDING WHAT THE NVA ADVISORS COULD OR COULD NOY DO )
RITH PWS CPATURED BY THE PL UNIT WHRICH THEY WERE ADVISTING, SINCE
VHE PW3 WOULD MAVE BEEN TAKEN BY THE PL, THEY WERE A PL RESPONSIBLI-
TY UNTIL TURNEQ OVER TC THE NYA AT MILITARY REGION LEVEL,

.SCURCE FOELT THAT THE NVA WOULD PROBABLY HAVE ASKED Ta TiLK T0D THE
‘PNS TO DETERMINE WHO THE PW3 ERE AND WMAY THEIR RANKS WERE 8uT DUE
"TO OBVIOUS LANGUAGE PROBLEMS THE NYA PRDBABLY WOULD NOT HAVE o
LEARNED MUCK, SQURCE BELIEVED THMAT THE NVA WOULD HAVE ALLONED THE
LPL TO EVACUATE THE PWS ALTHOUGH 1T WaS JUST AS PGSSIBLE YHAT TREY
‘ROULD HAVE REQUESTED THAT THE PKS BE TURNED DIRECTLY OVER ToO

THEM. IF SO RLOUESTED, SQURCE WOULD HAVE REKINDED THEK THAT THZ
.TURN OVER WOULDO TAKE PLACE AT REGION LEVEL AND WOULD THEN HAVE
TEVATUATED THE pws TMROUGH THE PL EVACUATION CHAIN, IT WAS £LL i
TRATHER SIMPLE MATTER GF THE NVA BEING RESPONSISLE FOR THOSE PWs
_THEY CAPTURED AND THE PL RESPONSIBLE $OR THOSE PWE THEY CAPTURFO,
;SOURCE KAD NEVER BEEN IN ANY UNIT WKICH HAD CAPTURED ANY U.S.
PERSQONNEL o z
"o B, SOURCE REPORTED THE ATRCRAFY DOWNING YO THE PROVINCE Ho
JBECULSE THE ATRCRAFT DONNING TNOK PLACE WITHIN THE IMMEDTATE

AREA OF SOURCE'S BN, IN HAKING THE REPORT HE WAS MERELY REPDRYYING
JANCINCIOENT WHICK WAD DCCURRED WITHIN MIS AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY,
-THE ONLY INTTIATIVE INVOLVED MAS IN DETERMINING WHAT CONSTITHRED
TANTINCIDENT, nBYIQUSLY 4 U.S5., ATRCRAFT CRASHING WITHIN THRFF )
.XILDMEYERS OF ONES BN HO WAS A REPORTAALE INCICIDEN, H19 REPARTS
.DID NOT INCLUDE aNY SPECIFICS OF AURIAL DETAILS, SOUNCE wWAS w0
.REFPDRTING REQUIREMENTS DN KFEPTING TRACK OF MAY BURIAL SITE DFETAILSN
TAND THERE WAS NO REQUIREMENT TO GIVE AN Y ACCURATE AIRCRAFY CR4SH
~i  BITE LOCATION, IN WIS INCIDENT REPORT EM REFERENCE TO THF LDCAL
PLACE WAME WOULD HAVE RESULTED IN INSTANT RECOGNITION OF THE STTE

"0 TLOCATION WITHIN SEVERAL HUNDRED METERS OF TME GARSH SITE, SOURCE
- HEARD NO REFERENCE T0O ANY INTENTTOM ON THE PART OF-THF PL Y0 En=
“GAGE IN RECOVERING ANY REMAING FROM BURIEAL SITE3, THIS wAS
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EVIDENCED BY THE LACK DF REQUIREMENT FOR ANY PRECISE REPORYING
CONCERNING CRASH SIYE DETAILS,

C. SOURCE waAS NOT AWARE OF THE SPECIFIC REASONS WHY HTS 8N
NYAE ADVISORS SENT 4 REPORT CONCERNING THE INCIDENT OTHR THAN
FOR THE S4ANE REASON THAT HE DID, THAT OF AN INCIDENT .

OF INTERESY QCCURRING WITHIN THE BNS AREA. OF RESPONSIALTYY, WE
FELT THAT YME NY4 ADVISORS REPORT WAS SCLELY ACMINSITRATIVE TN
NAUTRE AND WAS NOT I"DICA!!VE QF ANY NVA ATTEMPT T0O KEZEP TRACK

OF -SUCK OATA,
D. SOURCE RECEIVED. NO GUERY FROM PROVINCE HG ETTHER AFTER

?hE INITIAL OR AFTER THE SECONN REPORT CONCERNING THE AIRCRAFT
CRASH, THERE WERE NO OQUERIES FROM THE PROVINCE AT aANY TIEN
SUDSEOU£NT T0 THF INCIOENT. .
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